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APPENDIX J 
Signatures to Instruments adopted at the United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea held at Geneva 
from 24 February to 27 April 1958 
Convention on Convention on 
the Territorial Fishing and Convention 
State Sea and the· Convention on Conservation on the 
Contiguous the High Seas of the Living Continental 
Zone Resources of Shelf 
the High Seas 
-
Afghan~tan _____________ __ ~--------------------------- -------- 30 Oct 1958 30 Oct 1958 30 Oct 1958 30 Oct 1958 
Argentina _____________________________________________________ 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 
Australia _____________________________________________________ 30 Oct 1958 30 Oct 1958 30 Oct 1958 30 Oct 1958 
*Austria ______________________________________________________ 27 Oct 1958 27 Oct 1958 
--------------
-------------
*Bolivia ____________________________________________________ -- 17 Oct 1958 17 Oct 1958 17 Oct 1958 15 Oct 1958 
Bulgaria ______________________________________________________ 31 Oct 1958 2 31 Oct 1958 3 
-------------- -------------
Byelorussian S.S.R ____________________________________________ 30 Oct 1958 2 30 Oct 1958 3 
--------------
31 Oct 1958 
*Canada ______________________________________________________ 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 
*Ceylon--------------------------------- ~ ----------- - ------ -- 30 Oct 1958 30 Oct 1958 30 Oct 1958 30 Oct 1958 Chile _________________________________________________________ ~ 31 Oct 1958 
--------- ---- ------------- - --------------
*China _______________________________________________________ 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 
*Colombia ________________________________________ ____________ 29 Apr 1958 1 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 
*Costa Rica __________ __________________________________ ________ 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 
*Cuba _________________________________________ ______ _________ 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 
Czechosfuvakia _________ __ ______ ____________ ______________ __ ___ 
- 30 Oct 1958 2 30 Oct 1958 3 
--------------
31 Oct 1958 
*I>enrnark _________ ___ ____ __ ______ ___ ___ ___ _ ~ - - - - - - - ----- - ---- 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 
*I>ominican Republic ____________________________ ____ __ __ .:. __ ___ 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~;:~~~~---~ ~~ ~~~~~~~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~ -27-o~t --1958--21 -o~t --1958- -27-o~t --1958-1 ~~ g~! ~~~~ 
g *France ________________________ ------------------------------ ______________ 30 Oct 1958 30 Oct 1958 -------------
~*Germany (Federal Republic) ________ _________________________________________ 30 Oct 1958 -------------- 30 Oct 19581 f *Ghana ___________ ___________ _________ __ ____________ _____ ____ 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 
~ Guatemala ________ __________________ ____ _________ __ ______ _____ 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 _____________ 29 Apr 1958 
I-ll *Haiti_ ______________ __ __ ______________ ________________________ 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 
Holy See ______ _______________________ ___ __________________ ___ 30 Apr 1958 30 Apr 1958 ---------------------------
~Hungary ______ ___________________ __ ______________________ __ __ 31 Oct 19582 31 Oct 19583 ______________ -------------
Iceland __________________ ___ _______________ _____ ________ ____ __ 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 
*Indonesia _________ ______________ ------- ------ -- ---------- ----______________ 8 May 1958 8 May 1958 8 May 1958 
Iran ___________________________________________________ · ___ ____ 28 May 19582 28 May 19582 28 May 1958 28 May 19582 
Ireland _____________ ________ __ ______ ________________ ·----- --- - 2 Oct 1958 2 Oct 1958 2 Oct 1958 2 Oct 1958 
*IsraeL _____ ___________________________________________ ______ 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 
Lebanon------------ --+ -------------------------------- - ___________________ 29 May 1958 29 May 1958 29 lVIay 1958 
*Liberia _____ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 27 May 1958 27 May 1958 27 May 1958 27 May 1958 
*NepaL __________________ ____ ___ _____ ___ ________ _________ ____ 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 
*Netherlands _____ ______ ___ ___ __ ___ ___ _________ _______ ________ 31 Oct 1958 31 Oct 1958 31 Oct 1958 31 Oct 1958 
*New Zealand ________ ___ ______ _____________________ ____ __ _____ 29 Oct 1958 29 Oct 1958 29 Oct 1958 29 Oct 1958 
*Pakistan _________ ___ _________________________________ __ ______ 31 Oct 1958 31 Oct 1958 31 Oct 1958 31 Oct 1958 
*Pan~ma- -- _- ___ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2 May 1958 2 May 1958 2 May 1958 2 May 1958 
Peru ___________ ______________________ _____________ ___________ ------------------------------------------ 31 Oct 1958 
Poland ________ _________________ __ ____ ______ _____ _____________ ______________ 31 Oct 19583 ______________ 31 Oct 1958 
*PortugaL---------------~-------------------- --- -------------- 28 Oct 1958 28 Oct 1958 28 Oct 1958 28 Oct 1958 
Romania _____________ __________ _________ ___ _____ ___________ __ 31 Oct 19582 31 Oct 19583-------------- ~------------
*Switzerland_- _--- _- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 22 Oct 1958 24 May 1958 22 Oct 1958 22 Oct 1958 
Thailand-------- ------------------------------------------ --- 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr _ 1958 
Tunisia ___________ _____________ __ _________ ______ ______________ _ 30 Oct 1958 2 30 Oct 1958 30 Oct 1958 30 Oct 1958 
Ukrainian S.S.R ______ _________________ ____________ ______ ______ 30 Oct ' 19582 30 Oct 19583 ______________ 31 Oct 1958 
See footnotes at end of table. 
to 
~ 
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Signatures to Instruments adopted at the United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea held at Geneva 
from 24 February to 27 Aprill958-Continued 
State 
U.S.S.R--------------------------------~---------------------
*United Kingdom ________ ;- ____________________________________ 
*United States of America ______________________________________ 
*Uruguay ____________________________________________________ 
Venezuela ____________________________________________________ 
*Yugoslavia __________________________________________________ 
1 With a declaration. 
2 With reservations. 
a With declaration and reservations. 
*Signed Optional Protocol Concerning Compulsory Settlement of Disputes. 
Convention on Convention on 
the Territorial Fishing and Convention 
S.ea and the Convention on Conservation on the 
Contiguous the High Seas of the Living Contif\ental 
Zone Resources of Shelf 
the High Seas 
30 Oct 19582 30 Oct 1958 3 
----------- ---
31 Oct 1958 
9 Sept 1958 9 Sept 1958 9 Sept 1958 9 Sept 1958 
15 Sept 1958 15 Sept 1958 15 Sept 1958 15 Sept 1958 
29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 
30 Oct 1958 2 30 Oct 1958 30 Oct 1958 30 Oct 19582 
29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 29 Apr 1958 
SUMMARY Number of 
Number of instruments 
States Signing signed 
3-----------------------------------------------------------------------------4_____________________________________________________________________________ 2 
10---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 3 
10_------------------------------------------- ------~--- ---------------------- 3 
25--------------------------------------------------~------------------------- 5 
t{) 
~ 
~ 
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SIGNATURES TO INSTRUMENTS ADOPTE·D AT THE UNITED 
NATIONS CONFERENCE ON THE LAW ·OF THE SEA HELD 
AT GENEVA FROM 24 FEBRUARY TO 27 APRIL 1958 
Declarations and Reservations Made at the Time of Signature 
Convention on the Territorial Sea and the Contiguous Zone 
BULGARIA (reservations): To article ~0: "The Government of the 
People's Republic of Bulgaria considers that government ships in 
foreign waters have immunity and that the measures set forth in 
this article may therefore apply to such ships only with the consent 
of the flag State." To article 23 (Sub-Section D. Rule Appli-
cable to Warships) : "The Government of the People's Republic of 
Bulgaria considers that the coastal State has the right to regulate 
the conditions of the passage of foreign warships through its ter-
ritorial sea." * 
BYELORUSSIAN S.S.R. (reservations): ... To article 20-"The 
Government of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic considers 
that government ships in foreign territorial waters have immunity 
and that the measures mentioned in this article may therefore be 
applied to them only with the consent of the flag State." To 
article 23 (Sub-Section D. Rules applicable to warships)-"The 
Government of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic con-
siders that the coastal State has the right to establish procedures 
for the authorization of the passage of foreign warships through 
its territorial waters."* 
COLOMBIA (declaration): ... under Article 98 of the Colombian 
Constitution, authorization by the Senate is required for the pas-
sage of foreign troops through Colombian territory and that, by 
analogy, such authorization is accordingly also required for the 
passage of foreign warships through Colombian territorial waters. 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA (reservations): To articles 14 and ~3: "In 
view of the fact that the Conference had not adopted a special 
article concerning the passage of warships through the territorial 
waters of foreign States, the Government of the Czechoslovak Re-
public deems it necessary to stress that articles 14 and 23 cannot 
in any sense be interpreted as establishing a right of innocent 
passage for warships through the territorial waters." To article 
21: "The Government of the Czechoslovak Republic holds that 
under international law in force all Government ships without 
distinction enjoy immunity and therefore does not agree with the 
application of articles 19 and 20 of the Convention to Government 
ships operated for commercial purposes." 
• Translation by the Secretariat. 
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HUNGARY (reservations): ... Articles 14 and 23. The Govern-
ment of the Hungarian People's Republic is of the opinion that the 
coastal State is entitled to make the passage of warships through 
its territorial waters subject to previous authorization. Article 21. 
The Government of the Hungarian People's Republic is of the 
opinion that the rules contained in Sub-Section B of Section III 
of Part I of the Convention are generally inapplicable to Govern-
ment ships operated for commerical purposes s~ far as they en-
croach on the immunities enjoyed under international la'v 
by all Government ships, whether commercial or noncommercial, 
on foreign territorial waters. Consequently, the provisions of Sub-
Section B restricting the immunities of Government ships operated 
for commercial purposes are applicable only upon consent of the 
State whose flag the ship flies. 
IRAN (reservations) : Article 14: The Iranian Government main-
tains the objection, on the ground of excess of competence expressed 
by its delegation at the twelfth plenary meeting of the Conference 
on the Law of the Sea on 25 April 1958, to the Articles recoin-
mended by the Fifth Committee of the Conference and incorporated 
in part in article 14 of this Convention. The Iranian Government 
accordingly reserves all rights regarding the contents of this article 
in so far as it relates to countries having no sea coast. 
ROMANIA (reservations): ... To article ~0: The Government of 
the Romanian People's Republic considers that government ships 
have im1nunity in foreign territorial "\Vaters and that the measures 
envisaged in this article n1ay not be applied to such ships except --
with the consent of the flag State. To article ~3: The Government 
of the Romanian People's Republic considers that the coastal State 
has the right to provide that the passage of foreign warships 
through its territorial waters shall be subject to previous approval.* 
TUN ISlA (reservation): ... "The Government of the Tunisian 
Republic does not consider itself bound by the provisions of article 
16, paragraph 4, of this Convention."* 
UKRAINIAN S.S.R. (reservations): ... To article ~0-"The Gov-
ernment of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic considers that 
government ships in foreign territorial waters have imn1unity and 
that the measures mentioned in this article may therefore be applied 
to them only with the consent of the flag State." To article ~3 
(Sub-Section D. Rules applicable to warships)-"The Government 
of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic considers that a coastal 
State has the right to establish procedures for the authorization of 
the passage of foreign "\varships through its territorial "\Vaters."* 
U.S.S.R. (reservations) : ... To article ~0-The Government of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist R.epublics considers that government 
*Translation by the Secretariat. 
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ships in foreign territorial waters have immunity and that the 
measures mentioned in this article may therefore be applied to 
them only with the consent of the flag State." To article fJ3 (Sub-
Section D. Rules applicable to \Varships) -"The Government of 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics considers that a coastal State 
has the right to establish procedures for the authorization of the 
passage of foreign warships through its territorial waters."* 
VENEZU EL.A (reservation): ... declares with reference to article 
12 that there are special circumstances to be taken into consideration 
in the following areas: the Gulf of Paria and zones adjacent 
thereto; the area between the coast of Venezuela and the island of 
Aruba; and the Gulf oi Venezuela.* 
Convention on the High JSfeas 
BULGARIA (reservation): To article 9: "The Government of the 
People's Republic of Bulgaria considers that the principle of inter-
national law according to which ships have complete immunity 
from the jurisdiction of any State other than the flag State relates 
without any restrictions to all government ships." -
(declaration) : "The Government of the People's Republic of Bul-
garia considers that the definition of piracy given in the Conven-
tion does not cover certain acts which should be regarded as piracy 
under contemporary international law and does not serve to secure 
freedom of navigation along international sea routes."* 
BYELORUSSIAN S.S.R. (reservation): ... To article 9: "The 
Government of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic considers 
that the principle of international law according to which a ship on 
the high seas is not subject to any jurisdiction except that of the 
flag State applies wjthout restriction to all government ships." 
(declaration) : "The Government of the Byelorussian Soviet 
Socialist Republic considers that the definition of piracy given in 
the Convention does not cover certain acts which under contem-
porary international law should be considered as acts of piracy 
and does not serve to ensure freedom of navigation on international 
sea routes."* 
OZEOI-IOSLOVAKIA (reservation): To article 9: "The Govern-
ment of the Czechoslovak Republic holds that under international 
la\v in force Government ships operated for commercial purposes 
also enjoy on the high seas complete immunity from the jurisdiction 
of any State other than the flag State." 
(declaration) : "The Government of the Czechoslovak Republic 
maintains that the notion of piracy as defined in the Convention is 
neither in accordance with the present international law nor with 
*Translation by the Secretariat. 
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the interest o£ safeguarding the freedom o£ navigation on the high 
seas." 
HUNGARY (reservation): ... Artiole 9: "The Government o£ the 
Hungarian People's Republic is o£ the opinion that, according to the 
general rules o£ international law, ships owned or operated by a 
State and used on Government service, whether commercial or non-
commercial, enjoy on the high seas the same immunity as warships. 
(declaration) : . . . The Government o£ the Hungarian People's 
Republic declares that the definition o£ piracy as given in the Con-
vention is not consistent with present international law and does 
not serve the general interests o£ the freedom o£ navigation on the 
high seas. 
IRAN (reservations) : ... Article~: With respect to the words "no 
State may validly purport to subject any part o£ them to its sover-
eignty.'' it shall be understood that this prohibition does not apply 
to the continental shel£, which is governed by article 2 o£ the Con-
vention on the Continental Shel£; Articles ~' 3 and 4: The Iranian 
Government maintains the objection on the ground o£ excess o£ 
competence, expressed by its delegation at the twelfth plenary meet-
ing o£ the Conference on the Law o£ the Sea on 24 April1958, to the 
articles recommended by the Fifth Committee o£ the Conference 
and incorporated in the aforementioned articles of the Convention 
on the High Seas. The Iranian Government accordingly reserves 
all rights regarding the contents o£ these articles in so £ar as they 
relate to countries having no sea coast; Article ~(3)-Article ~6, 
paragraphs 1 and '2: Application o£ the provisions o£ these articles ._ 
relating to the laying o£ submarine cables and pipelines shall be 
subject to the authorization o£ the coastal State, in so £ar as the 
continental shelf is concerned. 
PO LAND (reservation) : The Government o£ the Polish People's R.e-
public considers that the rule expressed in article 9 applies to all 
ships owned or operated by a State. 
(declaration) : The Government o£ the Polish People's Republic 
considers that the definition o£ piracy as contained in the Conven-
tion does not fully correspond with the present state o£ interna-
tionalla w in this respect. 
ROMANIA (reservation): ... To article 9: The Government o£ the 
Romanian People's Republic considers that the princi pie o£ inter-
nat ional law according to which a ship on the high seas is not sub-
ject to any jurisdiction except that o£ the flag State applies to all 
government ships regardless o£ the purpose £or which they are used. 
(declaration) : The Government o£ the People's Republic o£ Ro-
mania considers that the definition o£ piracy as given in article 15 
o£ the Convention on the High Seas does not cover certain acts 
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which under contemporary international law should be considered 
as acts of piracy.* 
UKRAINIAN S.S.R. (reservation): ... To article 9: "The Govern-
ment of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic considers that the 
principle of international law according to which a ship on the high 
seas is not subject to any jurisdiction except that of the flag State 
applies without restriction to all government ships." 
(declaration) : . . . ''The Government of the Ukrainian Soviet So-
cialist Republic considers that the definition of piracy given in Con-
vention does not cover certain acts which under contemporary 
international law should be considered as acts of piracy and does 
not serve to ensure freedom of navigation on international sea 
routes."* 
U.S.S.R. (reservation) : ... Article 9: "The Government of the 
Union of Soviet Social Republics considers that the principle of 
internationalla\v according to which a ship on the high seas is not 
subject to any jurisdiction except that of the flag State applies with-
out restriction to all government ships." 
(declaration) : . . . "The Government of the Union of Soviet So-
cialist Republics considers that the definition of piracy given in the 
Convention does not cover certain acts which under contemporary 
international law should be considered as acts of piracy and does 
not serve to ensure freedom of navigation on international sea 
routes."* 
Convention on the Continental Shelf 
GERMANY (FEDERAL REPUBLIC) (declaration): ... "de-
clares with reference to article 5, paragraph 1, of the Convention 
on the Continental Shelf that in the opinion of the Federal Republic 
of Germany article 5, paragraph 1, guarantees the exercise of fishing 
rights (Fischerei) in the waters above the continental shelf in the 
manner hitherto generally in practice." 
I RAN (reservations) : . . . Article 4: with respect to the phrase "the 
Coastal State may not impede the laying or maintenance of subma-
rine cables or pipe-lines on the continental shelf," the Iranian Gov-
ernment reserves its right to allow or not to allow the laying or 
maintenance of submarine cables or pipe-lines on its continental 
shelf; Article 6: with respect to the phrase "and unless another 
boundary line is justified by special circumstances'' included in par-
agraphs 1 and 2 of this article, the Iranian Government a.ccepts 
this phrase on the understanding that one method of determining 
the boundary line in special circumstances would be that of meas-
urement from the high water mark. 
*Translation by the Secretariat. 
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VENEZUELA (reservation): ... declares with reference to article 
6 that there are special circumstances to be taken into consideration 
in the following areas : the Gulf of Paria, in so far as the boundary 
is not determined by existing agreements, and in zones adjacent 
thereto; the area between the coast of Venezuela and the island of 
Aruba; and the Gulf of Venezuela. 
Optional Protocol of Signature concerning compulsory settlement of 
disputes 
OOLOMBIA (reservation) : In signing the Optional Protocol, the 
delegation of Colombia reserves the obligations of Colombia arising 
out of conventions concerning the peaceful settlement of disputes 
'vhich Colombia has ratified and out of any previous conventions 
concerning the same subject which Colombia may ratify. 
